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98th Bar Memorial Service honors deceased lawyers 
Oct. 6, 2004 

Judges, lawyers, friends and family gathered in the Old Supreme Court Chambers at the Capitol 
on Tuesday to pay tribute to 55 Mississippi lawyers who died during the previous year. The 
memorial service, which included the lighting of a candle as each name was read, was the 98th to honor 
deceased members of the bar. 

Mississippi Supreme Court Chief Justice James W. Smith Jr., who presided, said, AThe Supreme 
Court of the state of Mississippi is extremely proud to be a part of the ceremony today and on behalf of 
the Court, we thank each of you family members for the sacrifices that your loved ones have made on 
behalf of this great bar.@ 

Mississippi Bar President Charles J. Swayze Jr. of Greenwood in his eulogy noted that their legal 
careers spanned as long as 67 years and as short as 15. ABecause of their lives, this place that we call 
home was much better than when we arrived. There are those who advanced justice in the legislature, 
prominent civic leaders, two past Bar presidents, one past president of the Mississippi Bar Foundation, 
a longtime member of the University of Mississippi faculty, judges who administered our court system 
and those who dedicated their lives to providing sound, competent advice and counsel to everyday 
working citizens. We remember lawyers who served their communities as Sunday School teachers, as 
scout leaders, as Little League coaches and in so many other civic capacities. In short, we remember 
great lawyers and great Americans whose talent, time and energy contributed greatly to our profession 
and our communities.@ 

Swayze said, AWe all owe an obligation to them to continue their efforts on behalf of this great 
profession and those we represent. We call upon every lawyer in the state of Mississippi to especially 
honor their memories with the rededication to the oath we all took upon admission to the practice of law 
and the rededication to the principles of professionalism that were so well exemplified.@ 

Memorial Committee Chair John G. Corlew of Jackson read a resolution which said, in part: AIt 
is our prayer that in remembering their lives we will be inspired by their example and strengthened to 
carry on the honorable pursuit of equal justice under the law with dedication and commitment.@ 

Supreme Court Justice Michael K. Randolph of Hattiesburg, in a response for the Court, recalled 
some of the dead. AFrom the Coast, I I vividly remember Judge James Thomas, who I worked with and 
under. And who could forget the integrity and steadfastness of Bill Dukes? Or who could match the 
courtroom skills or the laughter and joy given to all by Boyce Holleman? From the Central District, I 
offer tribute to my friend George Hewes III, who served the bar and his community so well. One of the 
first practicing attorneys I ever encountered was John McLaurin, affectionately known as >Long John.= 
And I first met Erskine Wells when he came to speak at the law school when I was a student. From the 
Northern District, I miss my good friend and classmate Bill Cook, and Tom Mason, a professor and 
mentor extraordinaire.@ 

Justice Randolph said, AThose we honor today cover the spectrum of the legal practice in our 
state, from solo country practitioners to senior partners in some of Mississippi=s largest law firms. We 
honor professors and practitioners, lawyers who were judicious and also honorable jurists. Some had 
long, distinguished legal careers. Yet others= careers were cut short before they fully blossomed. All 
upheld the highest standards of our profession: dignity, honor, integrity and sacrifice.@ 

Here is a list of the deceased attorneys who were honored: 
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James Paul Abston Meridian MS Admitted 1951 
Natalie Montgomery Bailey Ecru MS Admitted 1999 
Wade Montgomery Baine Gulfport MS Admitted 1969 
Norman L. Breland Gulfport MS Admitted 1967 
Dudley Raymond Carr Verona MS Admitted 1949 
Rush Morgan Clements Rolling Fork MS Admitted 1967 
William L. Cook, Jr. Batesville MS Admitted 1974 
Orbie Stanley Craft Brandon MS Admitted 1978 
Callestyne Hall-Crawford Greenwood MS Admitted 1987 
Peter Larkin Doran Jackson MS Admitted 1988 
William F. Dukes Gulfport MS Admitted 1951 
Hubert Edward Ellis, Sr. Biloxi MS Admitted 1974 
Roy Joseph Farrell Tupelo MS Admitted 1983 
George Poindexter Hewes, III Jackson MS Admitted 1954 
Jesse Boyce Holleman Gulfport MS Admitted 1950 
Philip D. Hughes Tuscaloosa AL Admitted 1937 
Hervey Moore Hunter Agricola MS Admitted 1948 
Russell Armstrong Johnson Alexandria VA Admitted 1968 
William Harvey Johnson, Jr. Decatur MS Admitted 
1948 
C. Randall Jones, Jr. Pass Christian MS Admitted 1948 
Robert Edmonson Jones Brookhaven MS Admitted 1952 
Jay Taylor Keehley Starkville MS Admitted 1987 
Cornelius J. Ladner Bay St Louis MS Admitted 1948 
Wade Hampton Lagrone Tupelo MS Admitted 1955 
John S. Lancaster Lafayette LA Admitted 1965 
W. Baldwin Lloyd Jackson MS Admitted 1948 
Tracy Quinn Lyons Malin OR Admitted 1992 
Thomas Ray Mason University MS Admitted 1975 
Myron H. McBryde Advance NC Admitted 1964 
Helen J. McDade Meridian MS Admitted 1947 
Ewell J. McDonald Culpepper VA Admitted 1940 
Langdon Jefferies McKinney Columbus MS Admitted 1981 
John Campbell McLaurin Brandon MS Admitted 1948 
H. Lee Morrison, Jr. West Point MS Admitted 1972 
John E. Mulhearn, Jr. Natchez MS Admitted 1961 
Jan Pegues Patterson Aberdeen MS Admitted 1971 
James William Pennington Oxford MS Admitted 1969 
Robert Euel Perry Ridgeland MS Admitted 1939 
Logan Burch Phillips Jackson MS Admitted 1949 
Raiford L. Pittman Como MS Admitted 1982 

Roy Durward Powell Jackson MS Admitted 1962 
Philip B. Purifoy Texarkana AR Admitted 1964 
Samuel Thomas Rayburn Oxford MS Admitted 1972 
Shirley Gaston Rice Greenwood MS Admitted 1977 
Natale Adair Salvo, Jr. Jackson MS Admitted 1966 
S. Barnett Serio, Jr. Natchez MS Admitted 1966 
Michael Henry Steele Kosciusko MS Admitted 1973 
Frank D. Stimley Jackson MS Admitted 1973 
Robert Marshall Sullivan Hattiesburg MS Admitted 1950 
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Thomas B. Sumrall, Sr. Gulfport MS Admitted 1962 
James Everett Thomas Gulfport MS Admitted 1973 
Samuel M.Thomasson, Jr. Springfield VA Admitted 1973 
Francis Marvin Vining Monticello MS Admitted 1965 
Erskine W. Wells Jackson MS Admitted 1946 
Alice DeCell Wise Jackson MS Admitted 1988 

#### 

Media Contact: Beverly Pettigrew Kraft, Administrative Office of Courts, 601-354-7452 
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